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Foreword
We are distributing this Plan to every household in our villages in the belief that
everyone will find it of interest, particularly the majority of you who returned the
questionnaire. We have had not only your support but that of the Yorkshire Rural
Community Council, and in particular of Maggie Farey and Amy Thomas, without
whose help we couldn’t possibly have analysed the wealth of information you gave
us. The result is this Parish Plan which importantly contains our Action Plan. An Action
Plan is one thing, actual “action”, sadly, is sometimes another! We are therefore
calling on the Parish Council, Ryedale District Council and North Yorkshire County
Council to act as soon as possible on the following five major concerns as evidenced
by your responses.
1. Doing something about the dangers of the A170, in particular speeding traffic
and providing a safe pedestrian crossing in Middleton.
2. Speed limits on the minor roads within our villages.
3. Affordable Housing.
4. Providing somewhere safe for our children to play.
5. Making definite plans for a cycle path linking the villages with Pickering and
Sinnington.
Apart from these five Major Concerns, seven other sections cover the responses
to the rest of the questionnaire. The action required by this document needs to be
implemented as soon as possible to ensure that the time and efforts of those who
completed the questionnaires, those who worked in the Parish Plan Group and the
support and money provided by DEFRA through the Rural Community Council are not
wasted.
We suggest that an open meeting should be held within six months of the publication
of this plan where the Parish, District and County Councillors and their officers would
be in attendance, and progress on the Action Plan would be discussed.
We are blessed to be living in such an area, and it is pleasing that the majority of
residents agree, but it can, and should, be made better. You have shown us how; now it
is up to us all to keep up the pressure to see that action by the appropriate authorities
follows.

A spring walk through
Beadale Wood, Wrelton
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Introduction, History and Household Summary
Our Parish Plan is a summary of the
surveys and consultations that have
taken place over the last 15 months. It
is not meant to represent the view of the
steering group or any individual but of all
the residents of our three villages who took
part. The Plan is designed to foster what is
good and to develop it. It is also designed
to address some of the areas people felt
were lacking or needed improving, but
not to change any of the good things. The
following pages form the basis of a plan
of action for our community. It reflects the
concerns, needs and aspirations of us
all. It will only succeed if everyone comes
together to form an active and dynamic
community in which we can all thrive
collectively and individually.

This was then delivered to every houshold
in the parishes, to be completed and
returned to the Yorkshire Rural Community
Council. Residents were assured that
responses to the questionnaires would be
anonymous. The steering group then held
monthly meetings to analyse all the findings
and to formulate our Parish Plan.
This document is the culmination of 15
months work and represents the views
of those who completed and returned
their questionnaires. The analysis has
been displayed in various forms which
the steering group believes is the most
appropriate in each instance. Where
information has been split between the
three villages it reflects the differing views
of the villages, but generally the data has
been combined. This is not the end of the
Parish Plan. It will now become a part of the
Parish Council agenda and will be subject
to an annual review and update.

We would like to thank everyone who took
the time to complete our questionnaire.
Aislaby, Middleton and Wrelton Parish
Council was approached by the Yorkshire
Rural Community Council (YRCC) in
2006 to develop a Parish Plan. After initial
consultation a steering group was set up.
If this Plan was to be meaningful it would
need to represent the likes and dislikes,
needs and views of the three parishes. With
this in mind the steering group embarked
on a series of consultations designed to find
out exactly what the residents of all ages
felt they would like or indeed, would not like
to see in the parish.
A newsletter was delivered to all village
residents informing them on how the Plan
was to develop. Two open days were
organised, one in Middleton Village Hall on
Wednesday 18th April 2007 and the other
in Wrelton Village Hall on Thursday 19th
April 2007. This gave residents a chance
to meet members of the steering group,
representatives from Y.R.C.C., Police, Fire
department, North Yorkshire County Council
and Ryedale District Council. These open
days proved very successful and feedback
provided the basis for the questionnaire.
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History of the Parishes

12th Century
The Fleming Turgis Brundos was
given Cropton, where he built a castle,
remembered in a mound and courtyard,
later held by the lords Stuteville and Wake.
Turgis’s heir founded Rosedale Priory and
Eustace de Stuteville gave Middleton Manor
to the nuns, remembered in the Nun’s Garth
behind the Inn. The Church was rebuilt c
1130-50. Octred of Middleton gave land
to St Marys Abbey at York. A St. Nicholas
hospital was sited on Street Lane near Keld
Head. Hugh Bygod married a Stuteville
and gave four Aislaby houses, lands and a
Costa mill to Malton priory, who founded a
rich grange, where Aislaby Hall is now.

Aislaby, Middleton and Wrelton through
the ages
For a thousand years, the farming villages
of Middleton, Aislaby and Wrelton worked
low fields, stretching down to the waterlogged carrs and high fields rising towards
the great open sheep commons, which ran
to the boundaries of Cleveland. Earlier
still, people of the Stone, Bronze and Iron
ages had left burial mounds, querns for
grinding corn, and signs of settlement from
the banks of the River Costa up to the moor
top.
The Romans carved the great road called
Wade’s Causeway across Pickering
Vale to Risebrough, Wrelton, Cawthorn,
(where there are earthworks of a small
fort and three camps),and onwards to the
Esk valley. Street Lane branched from
Risebrough towards Pickering quarries,
where a villa has been found, and a coin of
Antoninus Pius was found at Wrelton.
Middleton and Wrelton have Anglian
names, the latter supposed to mean a place
with gallows. Aislaby came later with the
Danes. The Parish Church at Middleton
has many crosses from a Viking burial
ground. The church also served Wrelton,
Aislaby, Cropton, Rosedale, Hartoft,
Cawthorn, and Lockton villages. The parish
boundaries ran up to an old wolfpit, to
Shunner Howe and Ralph’s Cross.

14th Century
Sixteen men at Aislaby, thirteen at
Middleton and eleven at Wrelton were rich
enough to pay tax. In 1301, the richest,
Roger of Wrelton, a fee forester who had
the chips, tops and bark of all oaks felled,
paid 4s 4d for the whole year. In 1377
some 69 adults paid poll tax at Middleton,
53 at Wrelton and 47 at Aislaby. Cawthorn
was still a village then.

11th Century
Norman conquerors seized the manors in
the 11th century and suppressed resistance.
Gospatric’s Wrelton Manor went to the
King and was the first to recover. By 1086,
it had seven farms working. There were
only nine farms 750 years later. King Henry
I established the Forest of Pickering as a
deer preserve and gave Guy the Hunter
half the Aislaby estate, in return for training
a royal hound. Legend claims that two
brothers were given a falcon’s flight of land,
for repelling a Scots invasion. Perhaps the
other brother was William of Aislaby, who
had the other half.

16th Century
The Lady Chantry at Middleton was
replaced by an endowed Grammar School
in 1547, held in the north aisle of the
church.

15th Century
Lord Wake gave Middleton church
rectory to distant Kirkstall Priory in 1456,
remembered in old barns behind the
vicarage. A Sheriff Hutton chantry received
part of Wrelton. These monasteries,
hospitals and chantries were abolished in
the16th century.

17th Century
Thomas Marshall of Aislaby Grange, the
mercer Lord Mayor of York, had a cloth
mill on the Costa stream. Linen weaving
became the village industry for 200 years.
The family later moved to Wrelton Hall.
Coppice planting restarted at Buddale
(Beadale Wood). The rising Hayes family
sent some children from Middleton School
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to University in 1647. Commodore Hayes
traded out of Whitby and before 1725 rebuilt
Aislaby Hall. A later Hayes employed the
Pickering pioneer of water colour painting,
Francis Nicholson, to paint Brittania in his
summer house. They said that a white
rabbit appeared whenever a Hayes was
about to die. Another Whitby Master, a
Mariner called Watson, rebuilt Middleton
Hall, and the whaling skipper Crispin Bean
lived at Coppice Farm, Wrelton.

year had two grocers shops, a tailor and a
smith, but no school or church .They said
that they were “so good they didn’t need
one”.
20th Century
When the Great War ended in 1919, shells
from the Dreadnoughts of the 5th Battle
Squadron were placed as memorials in the
street at Aislaby and Middleton.
Before more recent waves of change,
Johnson Macauley enjoyed fame writing
cowboy stories at Middleton. Methodism,
they said, was “everything at Wrelton”.
The villages had a new brass band and a
Women’s Institute in the thirties, when mint
pastie, tansey pudding and pepper cake
were remembered treats at Aislaby . There
were races for the bride’s garter, and an
eccentric fired his gun up his chimney at
troublesome birds. The first eleven of the
Cricket Club won the Helmsley knockout in
1930, and at that year’s carnival, Margaret
Turnbull won a childrens prize for her
costume - “saucy but quite O.K”- and
Stephen Welford another, dressed up as
“England, land of the free”.

A large cruck timber house was built at
Wrelton as late as 1665. There were 30
Middleton houses in 1730, and 30 at
Wrelton, but Aislaby was down to 18. By
1783 there was a brick kiln on the low
road. A Middleton spa in the low grounds
below Risebrough attracted visitors to its
medicinal springs. The landscape was
changing, as fields were divided and
inclosed, and the commons were narrowed
down by the Middleton Inclosure Act of
1764.
19th Century
The old Middleton School continued, and
from 1702 to 1871 some 400 pupils climbed
the church tower, in their teens, to cut
outlines of their feet, and their initials, in
the roof lead. Vicar John King ran an early
Sunday School in 1764 and a pioneering
Sunday School room was built in 1832,
which still stands.

Times were still hard but there was, and still
is now, a contented village life.

Although farming was always the basis
of local life, in 1823 Middleton also had
a bleacher, butcher, miller, teacher,
woolstapler, saddler. and the New Inn.
Wrelton had two smiths, two shops,
shoemaker, cooper, mason, butcher,
wheelwright and three public houses,
the White Hart, Red Lion and Buck Inn.
Vigorous Wesleyan and Primitive chapels
offered an alternative social life.
Isaac Hartas formed a company to exploit
the magnetic iron ore found at Rosedale
in 1854-5, for which his Wrelton foundry
supplied castings. Wrelton public clock was
installed in 1858. Even Aislaby in the next
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How long have you lived here?

HOUSEHOLD SUMMARY
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A total of 375 residents answered our questionnaire,
some individually, some as a household.
60
31 questionnaires were returned from Aislaby,
these included 27 individual returns and 4
Aislaby
50
reflecting the views of the household.
40
Middleton
149 questionnaires were returned from Middleton,
these included 124 individual returns and 25
30
Wrelton
reflecting the views of the household.
20
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these included 89 individual returns and
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reflecting the views of the household.
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Aislaby, Middleton & Wrelton - “Now and Then”
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FIVE MAJOR CONCERNS
9
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MAJOR CONCERN 1

We asked for comments regarding the A170. This produced a wealth of valuable
information which is analysed and available in the appendix, which will be sent to
the relevant authorities and may be obtained by residents from the Parish Clerk, or a
member of the Parish Council. Here we confine ourselves to the two most important
points, speeding traffic and crossing the road. The charts show the results and clearly a
considerable majority regarded each as a very real problem.

All three villages strongly agree about the effectiveness of flashing matrix signs.
Middleton by 114 to 21, Aislaby by 21 to 7, and Wrelton by 87 to 27. Despite these
statistics, the Highways Authority has expressed a reluctance to using such matrix
signs based on the belief that over use will reduce their effectiveness. Clearly local
opinion does not concur with this and therefore the erection of such signs should be
pursued.
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MAJOR CONCERN 1

Doing something about the dangers of the A170, in particular, speeding
traffic and providing a safe pedestrian crossing in Middleton

Residents’ comments:Difficult to cross the road in Middleton-due to speeding traffic, as a cyclist I am
extremely concerned about lack of consideration by car drivers. Several times I have
been nearly knocked off my cycle.
Londis garage/shop-difficult to judge speed of oncoming traffic, perils on forecourt as
cars go anyway round. Also both exits to main road (West View and Carr Lane) Are
difficult to see far down the road to the right.
HGVs a particular problem when passing pedestrians on narrow footpaths – can be
nearly knocked over by back draft.
There is lethargy with regard to implementing the 30mph limit – act now before one
of our more elderly residents is involved in an accident.
Speeding traffic entering Aislaby – drivers “forget” to slow down.... motorcyclists....
especially in summer.

Conclusions
Looking at the responses from 300 villagers to the Traffic and Road Safety questions
it is quite clear, as the pie charts show, that the A170 running through or close by the
villages raises several matters of considerable concern. It is also quite clear that some
straight forward improvements would do much to ease those concerns.

Action
1. To change the speed limit from 40mph to 30mph on the A170
through Aislaby and Middleton. This would mean that it would take
just half a minute longer to cover the one mile that at present has
a 40mph limit! It would also mean, in practice, that the speed and
noise of vehicles would be reduced. The cost should surely be merely
changing a few signs!
2. Erecting a traffic light controlled pedestrian crossing in Middleton.
This would always be beneficial, particularly for the elderly, but is
essential during periods of heavy peak time traffic.
3. Erecting a matrix sign where the present 40 mph sign is at Aislaby.
Although, we are led to believe, this is frowned upon in some
quarters 80% our respondents know matrix signs are a good idea.
4. Probably slightly longer term but the creation of the cycle path (see
Major Concern 5) would also ease major concerns.
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MAJOR CONCERN 2

We asked:“Would you like to see a 20mph speed limit introduced on any of these roads?”
Over 200 residents answered this question as follows:Back Lane South in Middleton
High Backside Lane in Middleton
The road through Goshen, Wrelton
Access to Goshen from High St/Main St, Wrelton
Main St & High St Wrelton
The top corner of High St, Wrelton
The junction of Main St & Old Rd, Wrelton
Access to A170 from any other side road

Yes

No

58%
53%
50%
51%
58%
58%
53%
39%

23%
25%
25%
22%
23%
22%
25%
32%

Don’t know
19%
22%
25%
27%
19%
20%
22%
29%

There was support in excess of 2 : 1 at all specific locations in favour of introducing
20mph speed limits on the minor roads within the villages.

Residents’ Comments:Wrelton can’t accommodate vehicles travelling at 30mph.
At least some on-street parking slows down the traffic through Goshen.
It’s no use imposing speed limits if they are not enforced.
Other general comments from Wrelton residents highlighted other methods of
calming the traffic through their village:The issue of closing the road from Goshen to High St should be addressed.
Close off the “rat run” from High St to Goshen.
The life of residents around Main St would be improved considerably if a STOP sign
was erected at the bottom of Main St at the Old Main Road, changing the priority
back to what it was in 1991.
What about the improvement and the new stone wall at the top of High St? It was
said 5 years but it’s been down at least 10.
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MAJOR CONCERN 2

Speed limits on the minor roads through our villages

By a majority of 2:1 the residents of Aislaby, Middleton and Wrelton have shown their
support for traffic schemes, in particular 20mph on side roads , to slow down vehicles
and thus make our village streets safer and more pleasant places to be.

Conclusions
With hindsight, our 20mph question should have been broader and more about
reducing traffic speeds generally, but the comments sections have enabled residents to
make their own suggestions.
For Wrelton, the discouragement of through traffic through Goshen raised many
comments, as did the long awaited improvement at the Cawthorne Lane junction at the
top of High St. The County Council are aware of both these concerns and we urge that
they be reconsidered. (The Cawthorne Lane junction improvement was begun in the
early 1990’s but was delayed awaiting the removal of the electricity pole. This is still
awaited!!)

Action

1. That the County Council be encouraged to make the speed limits on
the minor roads in Middleton and Wrelton 20 mph.
2. That flashing Matrix signs be erected at the entrances to Wrelton
village.
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MAJOR CONCERN 3
We asked about the provision of affordable housing within the three villages.
Affordable Housing is generally defined as housing provided to help local people buy
their own homes – people who would not otherwise be able to buy property at the full
price. The basis of the provision of such housing is that the discount offered on the
open market value is then applied to all future resales of the property to ensure that the
property remains affordable for future purchasers. Who such properties are provided
for would normally relate to a number of criteria including being resident in the area or
permanently employed there.
Of the replies received the following is a breakdown of responses and comments
made.
We asked: “Would any member of your household directly benefit from the availability
of local affordable housing now or within the next 5 years”. To which the following
replies were received:

Yes			
75 (26%)		

No
219 (74%)		

We then asked “Would you be in favour of a small development of affordable homes
for local people within your parish if there was a proven need” to which the following
replies were received:

Yes		
184 (68%)

No
87 (32%)

Finally, we asked “Would you be interested in the local authority undertaking a
housing needs survey in your parish” to which the following replies were received:

Yes		
150 (56%)

No
117 (44%)
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MAJOR CONCERN 3

Housing

Residents’ Comments:Aislaby
Affordable low cost housing is a good idea as long as it is for local people who have
lived their lives locally i.e. NOT migrant/immigrant population.
New development needs tight control, the villages should not be spoilt by large
developments outside the current boundaries.
Aislaby is not a suitable location for affordable housing due to lack of local amenities.
No large scale development.

Middleton
Yes if the houses were built in a style in keeping with local environment for genuine
1st time buyers who live and work in the area. i.e. no buy to let, no social security,
provision for continuation of local 1st time buyer when houses are sold on.
My son is 13 now and very concerned that he will not be able to live locally if he
wishes to as the house prices are now so high. We need more affordable houses for
young people to rent and buy.
Priority must be Local people NOT outsiders.
Depends on location.

Wrelton
It is impossible for young local people to remain in the village - unless affordable
housing is introduced the village will become a retirement ghetto.
Whilst appreciating the need for affordable houses any such scheme must be small
(no more than 12) and exclusively to be purchased by local people and under no
circumstances be sold as second or holiday homes.
Development should be appropriate to size of village using same materials e.g. stone
not brick.
I feel that affordable homes should be in an area where there are the necessary
amenities e.g. shop and a good bus service and possibly a primary school.

Conclusions
From replies received to the Parish Plan Questionnaire it was clear that most residents
were in favour of affordable home provision and therefore the first steps towards this
should be taken.
Ryedale District Council employs a “Rural Housing Enabler” whose task it is to increase
the supply of affordable housing in the rural communities where it is shown to be
needed in an attempt to help local people on modest incomes stay in their own village.
The first step taken by the “Enabler” is to carry out a parish-wide housing needs
survey to investigate local needs and then to work with various groups and the local
community to explore development options to meet the identified need.

Action

In view of the above the Parish Council should make contact with
Ryedale District Council requesting that a Housing Needs Survey be
carried out as soon as possible.
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MAJOR CONCERN 4
During the Open Day meetings considerable support was expressed for the creation of
safe play areas for children. So we asked about this. The response was overwhelmingly
supportive as the table shows.

Do you agree we should have a Play Area for our children?
Yes
No

Aislaby
23
6

Middleton
111
18

Wrelton
100
12

Total
234
36

When asked what respondents felt was required in such an area we were told:Aislaby Middleton
Wrelton
Total
A grassed area with seating only
9
44
39
92
The above plus swings, slides etc.
20
82
65
167
Climbing frames, zip wire, etc.
16
50
31
97
for older children
Football posts, basketball/netball hoops
14
56
49
119
We asked for suggestions about possible sites. In Wrelton it was clear that the grassed
area next to the Village Hall was the place. In Middleton it will obviously require some
generous person, or persons, to sell, give or lease, a piece of suitable land and various
suggestions were made. This will clearly require very delicate discussions and we ask
the Parish Council to regard these as being of high priority.
There is funding available to support and create play areas. We are therefore very
hopeful that if we can find suitable areas we will obtain much support in both setting
them up and maintaining them.
Residents’ comments:The play facilities at Snainton are a good all round example.
Play area to be fenced and dogs kept on lead.
Just hope it would be used and not left to deteriorate.
It needs to be somewhere where responsible adults can keep an eye on their
children...
Possibly a play area in association with Wrelton caravan site.
To be made available for ball games – no play equipment necessary.
A play area is unnecessary and would become a target for vandalism, teenagers
“hanging out”, and potentially drug pushers, users and drinkers.

Action

The Parish Council to investigate the siting of, and funding available for,
play areas in Middleton and Wrelton.
17

MAJOR CONCERN 4

Play Areas

Where could this be?

When could this be?
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Making Definite Plans for a Cycle Path Linking the Villages with
Pickering and Sinnington
We asked residents whether they cycled, and if so, whether to school, to work or for
leisure.
Of the 286 respondents who answered this question, 119 (42%) cycle at some time.
112 of those cycle for leisure and 16 cycle to work, but currently no one cycles to or
from school.
When asked the same question but if some form of cycle track were provided, 123
would cycle for leisure, 21 for work, and most importantly, 17 would cycle to and from
school.
This is a very encouraging response.

Residents’ comments:It is impossible to cycle safely on A170. Children – even adults – need to use the
pavement.
It is too dangerous to cycle because of traffic going above the speed limit – the road is
not wide enough for cyclists.
As a driver, I am very conscious of the danger to cyclists – a cycle track would be
excellent.
Photo of cyclist
Are we restricted
to this at present?
(Safe cycling on
minor roads).

Asked about the provision of some form of cycle track, the following percentages of
residents would use one:Wrelton to Sinnington
Wrelton to Aislaby
Aislaby to Middleton
Middleton to Pickering

28%
34%
38%
43%
19

MAJOR CONCERN 5

MAJOR CONCERN 5

Conclusions

The results of this section are quite conclusive. At present, cyclists feel that the A170 is
a dangerous road to cycle on.

Action

1. A combined footway/cycleway is feasible and we urge the County
Council to look at ways of improving the existing footways to
provide enough width for a combined use.
2. In addition, as there is indisputable proof that there used to be a
footway over Wrelton Cliff, we recommend the construction of a
combined facility here.

20

ANALYSIS AND COMMENT ON THE
REST OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE
21

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

New 128 ‘Vale Rider’ at Wrelton en-route from Helmsley
to Scarborough

Route M1 Moorsbus in Middleton en-route from Danby to Thornton le
Dale via Hutton le Hole and Kirkbymoorside
22

We asked about public transport, and of 294 replies, about half did not use it, but
clearly it is very important for a lot of residents.

How often do you use public transport?
Daily
Weekly
Occasionally
Total who use
Never use it

4
11
129
144
150

The question was then asked as to whether, if there was a more convenient bus
service, would you use it. In answer to this those who would never use a bus
decreased by 21.
We then asked about most used destinations, and not surprisingly, (but see later),
Pickering was the most popular. Scarborough came next and York next.
We followed this by asking about destinations if there were a “more
convenient”service. If there were such a service to Malton, an extra 24 respondents
would use it, more than doubling those making Malton one of their “most used
destinations” without in any way reducing those going elsewhere which also
increased. In fact it seems quite clear that with improved routing and timetabling the
use of public transport would be increased, surely something to be encouraged.

If you use public transport,
which are your most used
destinations?

With a more convenient
service, which would be your
most used destinations?

Pickering
Malton
Scarborough
York
Whitby
Helmsley
Kirkbymoorside

Pickering
Malton
Scarborough
York
Whitby
Helmsley
Kirkbymoorside

90
22
63
43
12
31
20
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95
46
78
62
31
43
33

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

The responses about early, late and Sunday services appear to reinforce some
rethinking by the providers.

If available, would you use any of these bus services?
Early morning service 35
Late night service
33
Sunday service
39
Are you aware of these local transport services?
Aware

Unaware

Would
use

Would not
use

Wheels to Work

50

136

8

123

Community bus

67

125

33

104

Moors bus

215

14

122

74

School bus (128) service

169

29

39

110

Ryedale car scheme

76

120

35

108

The responses about other local transport services show that not only do a
considerable majority of respondents know about the Moors Bus but many use it. The
responses suggest that more publicity is needed about the other schemes.

Conclusions
Clearly Public Transport is very important indeed, and likely, with rising costs, to
become more so. Hence the recent introduction of bus passes for those over 60 is
much appreciated. Every effort should therefore be made on the part of the providers
to accommodate the needs of the users.

Action

To ask the Parish Council to pass this information to the public
transport companies with a letter asking them to note the information
and if possible to provide some more convenient services as well as
maintaining the existing services which are much appreciated.
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There were two parts to this series of questions. The first dealt with the pavements
(adjacent to the roads), which are surfaced, and the second with the unsurfaced “public
footpaths and bridleways”

Part (i) Pavements. We asked:

Yes
80%

No
20%

Are you happy with the condition of
the pavements within your village?

62%

38%

Do you experience any difficulties
when using the pavements within your village?

43%

57%

Do you use the pavements between
the villages?

Generally speaking, the majority of residents were satisfied with the condition of the
pavements in the three villages, but there were adverse comments about certain areas.

Residents’ Comments
Footpath between Middleton and Aislaby is too narrow. Widening would make it
safer for school children.
Between Wrelton and Aislaby the footpath has mud washed off the fields and is often
flooded.
The footpath along the Old Road in Wrelton is overgrown and uneven. There are lots
of nettles at babies face height in a pushchair.
The pavement on the Eastern Side of High St, Wrelton, onto Cawthorne Lane is
uneven, broken away and generally badly deteriorated. Stone edges are often loose
and tractors and HGVs knock out the kerbstones.
There is generally a lack of dropped kerbs.

Part (ii) Public footpaths
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FOOTPATHS

FOOTPATHS

74% of respondents confirmed that they used the unsurfaced footway/bridleway
network within the Parishes. The most support was for maps of local footpaths,
followed by better signage, leaflets of walks to buy, and the provision of doggie gates.
Improvements to the local footpath network would not only benefit our permanent
residents but also our many visitors. Because of this, we have included within this
document an updated local walk leaflet, which has previously been published by the
County Council.

Residents’ comments
Stiles are often made so dogs cannot pass. I have a large dog and it is difficult to lift
over stiles.
Don’t need too many improvements to footpaths, it will become too crowded!
Maps of local footpaths will encourage people to walk.
Did you know?
A booklet of local walks has recently
been prepared for Wrelton by Peter
Anderson and is available for a
contribution towards Village Hall funds.

Since the draft findings of the
questionnaire were made available,
several stiles have been replaced by
kissing gates.

Action

1. It is very important that the County Council continue to maintain our
surfaced footpaths and should deal with any reported defects.
2. The Parish Council should ask the County Council for copies of
the map of Parish footpaths and bridleways and these should be
laminated and placed at convenient locations within the villages.
3. The County Council should be urged to continue with the
replacement of stiles and waymarking of paths.

A new ‘kissing’ gate on the public footpath to Beadale Wood, Wrelton
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VILLAGE AMENITIES
“How often do you use the Middleton Post Office?”

Once a week or more
At least once a month
Less often
Not at all
Total

Aislaby
11
9
6
5
31

Middleton Wrelton
59
27
43
33
25
38
19
21
146
119

Total
97
85
69
45
296

The responses show how very important the Post Office is to the community. The table
shows that of the 296 respondents, almost a third use the Post Office once a week and
nearly another third use it at least once a month.
Next we asked:
“What was considered to be the community focal point of the village?”

Church/Chapel
Village Hall Activities
Local Pub
There isn’t one

Aislaby
6
6
4
16

Middleton
47
82
78
17

Wrelton
11
85
36
15

Total
64
173
118
48

Again the results show how important the Village Halls are, with the pubs and the
Church/Chapel also very important to many.
We also asked:

“Do you attend any events in the village halls?”

Aislaby
Middleton
Wrelton
Total

Middleton Village Hall
Yes
No
13
14
102
39
22
31
137
84

Wrelton Village Hall
Yes
No
12
14
18
36
84
25
114
75

The responses show clearly how important these are to all three villages.
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VILLAGE AMENITIES

We asked:

There were several useful suggestions which we will pass on to the two village hall
committees:I attend the subjects that interest me, such as talks, history and social evenings.
Wrelton has an excellent programme of events in the Village Hall.
Events that are more young people orientated.

Action

To pass on to the relevant Village Hall Committees suggestions for
additional events/activities
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COMMUNICATION
“Where do you usually get your information about events taking place in
the village?”
Combined data indicates that the most popular way in which all three villages are able
to find out information is via a mail drop to each home, although consideration of replies for Wrelton alone shows their Village Newsletter to be their most popular source
of information.
200
180
160
140
120

Aislaby

100

Middleton

80

Wrelton

60

Total

40
20
0
Church
newsletter

Local paper

Mail drop

Notice board

Parish
newsletter

Village pub

Word of
mouth

We asked:-

“Would you support the erection of a mobile phone mast?”
Yes
113

No
142

Don’t know
22

We asked:-

“Is your broadband service satisfactory?”
Yes
116

No
45
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COMMUNICATION

We asked:-

St. Andrew’s Church, Middleton

East window, St. Andrew’s

Wrelton Chapel

Middleton Chapel

30

South window, St. Andrew’s

CHURCH AND CHAPELS

Baptisms
Christian Festivals
Community focal point
Contributor to village life
Funerals
Heritage site
Historic importance
Sunday worship
Weddings

Aislaby
12
13
11
10
12
10
14
9
6

Middleton
56
55
30
62
64
34
58
49
59

Wrelton
25
37
18
36
33
22
37
26
35

Total
93
105
59
108
109
66
109
84
100

Is it significant that respondents in Middleton, where the Parish Church is, appear to
value the Church more than those in Wrelton, although the populations are very similar
in size and age distribution?
From the comments received from all three villages, it is clear that regardless of
religious beliefs, respondents feel the Church and Churchyard are beautiful, and a focal
point of the village. These need to be kept in good condition and repair so they can be
used for more community events and services in the future, thus encouraging more to
attend, especially families.

Residents’ comments:-

Rev A. Reed is very good and brings in the
younger people.
It’s a beautiful focal point of the village and seems
well maintained.
Whilst not a church goer, I respect other people’s
beliefs and feel that the Church is important as
it adds tradition, character and is one of the few
places that will not be developed.

1000 year old Viking Cross,
St. Andrew’s.
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CHURCH AND CHAPELS

We asked: “What is the Parish Church or Chapel important for?”

There were also some less positive comments:The building is tired and needs updating to 21st century standards, eg: running water,
sink and toilet.
Would like to go to Church but can’t get there.
Pulpit in Middleton Chapel

Pulpit in Wrelton Chapel

Pulpit in St. Andrew’s Church.
John Wesley preached
here in 1776
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We asked:

“Do you believe that crime and antisocial behavior is not a problem in
your village?”
Strongly agree
35

Agree
185

No opinion
34

Disagree
28

Strongly disagree
3

There were 285 responses to this question.
We also asked:

“Have you had cause to use the emergency services?”
Yes 86

No 193

It is interesting that 1 in 3 of respondents have had cause to use the emergency
services.
Next we asked:

“If you have used the emergency services , how do you rank the local
coverage?”

Police
Ambulance
Fire & Rescue

Excellent
15
36
25

Good
36
56
45

Adequate
29
27
16

Poor
22
8
1

Residents’ comments:Waited 30mins for an ambulance for a neighbour. The ambulance had to come from
Thirsk in busy traffic.
Attention should be given to the crazy speed motor cyclists in particular come down
Wrelton Cliff.
I am a first responder for the ambulance service. I feel people need to know when to
call an ambulance rather than their GP.
The policemen are getting younger and they used to have legs when I were a lad!
Do we have a local bobby? If so I don’t know how to contact him.
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CRIME, POLICING AND OTHER EMERGENCY SERVICES

CRIME, POLICING AND OTHER
EMERGENCY SERVICES

Did you know:Safer Ryedale
A community partnership exists within Ryedale aimed at keeping in touch with
local people to ensure local needs and concerns with regard to crime and disorder
are addressed. The partnership is called Safer Ryedale and combines the resources
of various agencies throughout the District inlcuding the Police, the Local Authority
and bodies from the voluntary sector.
The partnership can be contacted through the Co-ordinator at Ryedale District
Council on 01653 600666 ext. 273 or details can be obtained from their website
www.ryesafe.org
Connected to Safer Ryedale are the Neighbourhood Policing Teams headed
by Neighbourhood Policing Sergeants who can be contacted with regard to
community issues on 0845 60 60 247.

Conclusion:Whilst the majority of respondents are happy with the Emergency Services, there is
a higher dis-satisfaction rating with the Police than the Fire & Rescue and Ambulance
Services.

Action

Some local liaison is required, especially with the Police to improve
public relationships.
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ENVIRONMENT
ENVIRONMENT

The Oxford Dictionary defines environment as “surrounding; surrounding objects,
region or conditions,” in other words virtually everything that affects us in our daily
lives, at work or at play.
There are many aspects of it over which we have little or no control. We are fortunate
to live in such a beautiful part of the world and it is evident that many parishioners do
not wish to change the vast majority of that which surrounds them. It is also evident
there are some aspects of the environment that most people would like changed. The
Parish Plan provides us with an opportunity to influence some of them.
Readers will notice that the results reported for this section are specific for each village
rather than being merged as in some of the previous sections. This is due to the fact
that the previously reported results, where we merged them, proved to be very similar,
whereas here they varied greatly between the villages. Merging of such results would
therefore have lost the independent concerns of the villages.

Types of Environmental Disturbance
We asked:

1. “Does your parish suffer from any of the following?”

25
20

35

Number of "yes" responses

70
60
50
40
30
20
10
0

Light Pollution
25
Litter
20
70
60
15
50
10
40
30
5
20
0
10
0

Traffic Noise
70
Low Flying
60
Aircraft
50
45
40

Low
A
Number of "yes" responses

Number of "yes" responses

80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10
0

L

45
40
35
30
25
20
15
10
5
0

Van
"responses

nses

Light Pollution

Number
of responses
"yes" responses
Number
of "yes"

Number of "yes" responses

b.) LITTER is a problem in all the villages. The majority
seems to emanate from the occupants of vehicles
Fouling
both stationary and travelling throughDog
the Parishes
and on the A170 by-passing Wrelton.
80 Vehicles should
70
be dissuaded from parking on approaches
to villages
and damaging grass verges. Formal60lay-bys could be
50
provided, with litter bins. Pride in village
schemes have
40
been successfully employed by other
parishes with the
30
villagers picking up litter, and the erection
of welcome
20
signs perhaps asking visitors and travellers
to take their
10
litter home. Caretaker schemes have0 been used in
other parishes to good effect in reducing litter.

Dog Fouling

" responses

a.) DOG FOULING would seem to be a major problem
for residents especially in Middleton and Wrelton.
Various areas within the villages were highlighted
by the questionnaires and an increase was noted in
the summer months. More dog bins are needed and
possibly some signs giving location of the bins and
asking both residents and visitors to make use of them.
It is appropriate here to say that Wrelton has a dog bin
already, thanks to Wayside Caravan Park, and The Buck
Inn has sponsored a further two bins, soon to be sited.
We are pleased to note that the District Council has
agreed to empty the bins.

10
9
8
7
6

Number of "yes" responses
Number of "yes" responses

e.) TRAFFIC NOISE was found to be unacceptable by most
Traffic
Noiseand
residents, especially on the A170 through
Aislaby
Middleton. High revving motor cycle
engines
and tyre
70 Light Pollution
noise were deemed to be major contributors.
60 25
50

20
Reduced traffic speed, and low noise
40 emitting road
surfaces should be considered.
30 15
20
Residents’ Comments:10
10
HGV’s rattling at speed hitting bumps in the
road – plus
0 5
whining noise from cars (tyre noise from road surface)
0
Cars going too fast, therefore more noise. Are there
different road surfaces to reduce noise?

Residents’ Comments:Minor acts of vandalism
Vandalism – only very occasionally

Number of "yes" responses

f.) VANDALISM Most residents said they felt safe living
Traffic
Noise
in the three villages but there were a few
reports
of
70
vandalism. Wrelton has it’s own Neighbourhood Watch
60
Scheme.
50
40
30
20
10
0

36

Number of "yes" responses
Numberofof"yes"
"yes"responses
responses
Number

Number
Numberof
of"yes"
"yes"responses
responses

70
50 45
20
40
60
40 35
50
30
3015
25
40
20
2010
15
30
10 10
520
0 5
0
010
0

Vandalism
Traffic
Noise
10 Low Flying
70
9
Aircraft
8
60
7
5045
6
40
40
5 35
4
3030
3 25
20
2 20
1 15
10
0 10
0 5
0

Vandalism
10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0

70
45
40
60
35
50
30
25
40
20
15
30
10
20
5
0
10
0

V

10
9
8
7 45
6 40
5 35
4 30
3 25
2 20
15
1
10
0 5
0

Number of "yes"responses
Number of "yes" responses

has to be

L

V
Number of "yes"responses

70
15 60
50
10
40
me 5as30this
20
0
10
0

Traffic Noise
Low Flying
70 Light Pollution
Litter
Aircraft
6025

Number of "yes" responses
Number"yes"
of "yes" responses
Number
Numberof
of "yes"responses
responses

Residents’ Comments:Low flying aircraft – day & night
Training aircraft – not a problem to
done

Number of "yes" responses
Number of "yes" responses

d.) LOW FLYING AIRCRAFT was seen as being intrusive.
Light Pollution
Some residents considered it to be unacceptable
whilst
Dog
Fouling
others thought it went with the area25and
were
prepared
to tolerate it.
20 80

70
2080
60
70
50
1560
40
50
10
40
30
530
20
20
10
010
0
0

Number
"yes"responses
Number
of of
"yes"
responses
Number of "yes" responses

70
60
Resident’s Comment:50
40 lights are
I find the amount of lighting, from street
30
intrusive. Less lights and ones designed
to throw light
20
downwards would help
10
0

Light Pollution
Litter
25 Dog Fouling

Number of "yes"responses

Number of "yes" responses

c.) LIGHT POLLUTION is seen by some residents as a
concern. Those who wanted more lighting were mainly
Dog Fouling
requesting illumination for pedestrians. This would be
80
the responsibility of the Parish or District
Council.

10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0

2.

“What, if anything, should be done to Middleton pond?”

Residents were asked if the pond should be filled in, modified, or left alone. The
majority of residents considered the pond a feature of the village and that it should
be left alone. A small number of residents said it should be filled in and turned into a
garden or car park.
Residents Comments
Not many villages have a pond and it is an attractive feature
Keep the pond as a natural habitat, as ponds are disappearing, to the detriment of
nature
Did you know?
Since the parish plan questionnaire was written it has been discovered that the pond
is protected and cannot be filled in.

3.

“Do you think surface drainage on roads and footpaths is a problem in your
parish?”

A large number of people thought that surface drainage was a problem in Aislaby and
Middleton. There were fewer complaints about Wrelton. Contributing factors were low
points with no drainage provision, potholes, low drainage grills blocked by leaves or
rubbish. Blocked drains cause standing water in several areas.
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4.

“In these days of climate change are there any sustainable eco-friendly schemes
that you feel could be introduced locally?”

91 residents said no. The 62 that said yes suggested ways which included wind
turbines (both domestic, and community based), collection of rain water, solar panels
on public buildings and homes. Some Wrelton residents requested re-cycling bins
within the village.
5.

“Are you in favour of your village being a conservation area?”

This question produced a mixed response from the three villages

A recent public meeting in Wrelton produced a strong reaction against the village
being a conservation area.

Middleton Hall
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6. Would you like to see any of the following facilities in your village?
				
Facility

Wrelton

Aislaby

Middleton

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Domestic Recycling

40

22

11

10

51

32

Dog waste bins

63

7

10

11

82

17

Litter bins

49

13

14

6

77

18

Improved street lighting

17

22

10

8

65

20

Burying overhead cables

58

6

13

4

50

23

Bus shelters

44

15

6

9

38
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7.

Would you be in support of a village caretaker to cover Aislaby, Middleton, and
Wrelton?

Most of our residents were in favour of having a village caretaker. The caretaker
scheme has been set up in some villages, and has proved to be most successful.
Their duties include grass cutting, tidying up litter, maintaining paths, and general
maintenance etc. Other villages have secured funding through the Parish Council,
National Park and other agencies.

Wrelton Hall
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8.

If such a person was appointed, would you support a small increase on your local
council tax to finance this post?

In Aislaby and Middleton there was little support for an increase in Council Tax,
whereas in Wrelton the majority would support a small increase. Overall, the views of
the Parishes were finely balanced.

Aislaby
Middleton
Wrelton
Total

Yes
10
55
68
133

No
15
76
45
136

Conclusion:
The most important issues in all three villages are - dog fouling, litter and traffic noise.

Action

Parish Council - to liaise on the provision of dog bins with sponsors
Parish Council - to organise volunteer litter collection days and 		
erecting of dissuading signs
County Council - to reduce traffic noise by resurfacing with quiet 		
surfacing materials
County Council - to investigate and rectify the problem of poor surface
drainage on roads and pavements within the villages.
Parish Council - to hold a referendum on the appointment of a parish
caretaker

40

LIKES AND DISLIKES
We asked:
“What do you most like about living in the three parishes?”
The majority of people appreciated Aislaby for being a small friendly village in a rural setting
with good access to the amenities of Pickering. The sense of community and the close
proximity to open countryside and beautiful views were also commented on. ‘Living in a
village but still close enough to Pickering’
From the 138 comments received from Middleton, the vast majority of people said that they
liked living here because of the friendliness of the village and that it was a beautiful rural
area. Other popular comments were the peace and quiet, community spirit and being in close
proximity to Pickering.
Residents’ Comments
Friendly, caring people, welcoming newcomers, high housing quality and standards, quiet
back roads and a rural location.
Community spirit and cohesion, also convenient for Moors, Coast and centres such as
York.
Wrelton received 134 replies to this question, the vast majority of comments related to the
friendly community spirit and an appreciation of the peace and quiet of village life. Other
answers including the rural setting of Wrelton and close proximity to Pickering were also
popular answers.
Residents’ Comments
A friendly village with the advantage of being on a local bus route to local towns and with
access to local walks.
Has an attractive mix of old and new houses which blend well together.
Resident for 17 years - wouldn’t live anywhere else.
The ‘Village’ feel and the neighbourly support in times of need.
“Is there anything you dislike?”
From the 19 replies received the vast majority of residents in Aislaby felt that traffic and its
associated problems was the most significant problem and cause of dislike. Other comments
included litter and fires even when Thornton Ie Dale recycling is so close.
The vast majority of respondents from Middleton were concerned with the A170 and it’s traffic
- speeding, congestion and noise. Many felt that action needs to be taken to implement a 30
mph speed limit. Others were concerned with the number of holiday homes in the village and
building that has recently taken place.
Residents’ Comments
South Back Lane appears to be very built up - new homes continually being built.
Traffic A170 - Too fast - Dangerous.
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In Wrelton a clear majority of respondents to this question had dislikes concerning issues
surrounding highways, particularly speeding traffic. Many residents perceive this as a danger
for pedestrians as well as vehicles.
Several other comments surrounded the lack of activities available for young people in
Wrelton and the physical appearance of the village.
Residents’ Comments
Traffic up and down Main Street/High Street is too fast.
Speeding traffic through the village. Especially by the village green.

“Have we forgotten anything?”
The couple of comments received from respondents in Aislaby were around the need for
youth provision for older children such as meeting place or youth club.
It was felt by some respondents in Middleton that the crossing of the A170 near to the Post
Office was an important feature and should be considered further.
The majority of comments received from Wrelton were surrounding the need for traffic
calming measures, and the collection of rubbish left by visitors and the District Council’s
current recycling collections.
Residents’ Comments
Litter/dumping of refuse a large problem on walk from Wrelton to Aislaby on Goshun road.
More frequent rubbish collection and more recycling provisions eg: plastic is not collected.
“Things you do not want changed”
From the comments received many people do not want to see the village change - they
would not want Aislaby to increase in size and lose it’s character.
Resident’s Comment
I like the village as it is and do not see the need for major change.
Of the 35 comments received from Middleton, 11 did not wish the peace and quiet or the size
of the village to change, while 9 wished to keep the shop and Post Office open.
21 responses from a total of 37 received from Wrelton answered that they did not want to
change the peaceful character of a rural village.
Residents’ Comments
Our civilised if slightly old fashioned (according to some) way of life.
Villages to be kept as the nice small villages that they are.
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We received a total of 24 completed questionnaires from the under 11’s from the three
villages. We had five returns from Aislaby, nine from Middleton and eleven from
Wrelton, and these were completed by almost an equal number of girls and boys. The
ages ranged from four to ten years with the average being eight years.

Although the majority of the children from the three villages attend either Pickering
Infant or Junior Schools, a significant number attend Sinnington School, with two
attending Woodleigh and one Settrington Schools.
The most used form of transport to travel to school is the car, but the children from
Wrelton who travel to Pickering use the bus. Three children occasionally walk to
Pickering schools. However, no one said they cycled to school.
The young people already engage in a number of activities such as a variety of sports
including football, hockey, rugby, swimming, riding and netball. A number also attend
ballet classes, art, drama and book clubs, Rainbows, Beavers and piano classes.
When asked what new activities they would like, a number suggested a youth
club; other ideas were an art club, drama classes, pet club, tennis, bicycle safety,
orienteering, football and rugby clubs.
Everyone who completed a questionnaire would like to have the use of a play
space within their community. A number of suggestions were put forward for play
equipment and these included the traditional swings, slides and roundabouts and also
climbing frames and a zip wire! A facility to play football and other sports was also
suggested.
When asked what they most like about their village, most commented on the
countryside and open spaces, their friends and the opportunity to walk, ride their bikes
and play in relative safety.
Although a significant number said that there was nothing that they disliked, others did
mention the speed of the traffic on the A170, dog mess and nettles on the footpaths
and having nothing to do.
In response to the question “is there anything else”, a number emphasized the need
for a play area, and a couple of suggestions from Wrelton was a village shop and a
request for a swimming pool!
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YOUNG PERSONS

YOUNG PERSONS QUESTIONNAIRE
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Erect Matrix signs at entry roads in
Wrelton

Ryedale District Council to carry out a
housing needs suvey in the 3 villages

Investigate the siting of, and the
availability of funding for play areas in
Middleton and Wrelton

The provision of a combined footway/
cycleway from Sinnington to Pickering

Major Concern 3

Major Concern 4

Major Concern 5

Erect a matrix sign at the west end of
Aislaby

Major Concern 1

Major Concern 2

Erect a traffic light controlled pedestrian
crossing in Middleton

Major Concern 1

Make the speed limit 20mph on the minor
roads in Middleton and Wrelton

Change the speed limit from 40mph to
30mph on A170 through Middleton and
Aislaby

Major Concern 1

Major Concern 2

Action

Section

NYCC Environmental
Services

Parish Council

Ryedale District
Council

As above

As above

As above

As above

NYCC Environmental
Services

Lead body

ACTION PLAN

High

High

High

High

High

High

High

High

Priority

During the funding for the
Pickering Service Centre
Transportation Strategy from
2010/11

To be discussed by Parish
Council

To be discussed by Parish
Council

To be discussed by Parish
Council

To be discussed by Parish
Council

As above

As above

During the funding for the
Pickering Service Centre
Transportation Strategy from
2010/11

Timescale

See Major Concern 1

The Fire Brigade
have promised to
give consideration
to requests for a
temporary matrix
and speed check
area.

Progress
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To liaise on the provision of dog bins with
sponsors

To organise volunteer litter collection days
and erect dissuading signs

To reduce traffic noise by resurfacing with
quiet surfacing materials

To investigate and rectify the problem
of poor surface drainage on roads and
pavements within the villages

Environment

Environment

Environment

Environment

To pass to the relevant Village Hall
Committees suggestions for additional
events/activities

Village Amenities

To hold a referendum on the appointment
of a Parish Caretaker

To continue with the replacement of stiles
and waymarking of paths

Footpaths

Environment

To request copies of the Parish footpath
and bridleway network for display at
convenient locations

Footpaths

To improve public relationships, especially
with the Police.

Report defects on surfaced pavements for
rectification

Footpaths

Crime, Policing and
other Emergency
Services

Pass questionnaire information to the
relevant transport companies asking them
to look into providing more convenient
services

Public Transport

County Council

County Council

Parish Council

Parish Council

Parish Council

North Yorkshire
Police Authority

Parish Council

County Council

County Council

Parish Council

Parish Council

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

Some stiles in
Wrelton already
replaced

In hand. Maps
already provided.

As soon as practicable

As and when resurfacing is
programmed

As soon as practicable

Within one year

Within one year

Within one year

Within three months of the
Fortnightly meetings
publication of the Parish Plan of an art group
started in Wrelton
village hall in
September 2008

Ongoing

As soon as practicable

Ongoing

Within three months
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We had some disposable cameras which we asked the children of the Parish to use and
comment on. Here is a collection of the results.

Millennium Wood - “Great wildlife, but a bit
overgrown.”

“Good food and good for socialising.”

“I do not like the road because some people
drive through our village too fast.”

“I like cattle since I live on a farm.”

Millennium Seat - “I enjoy going to the seat.”

“We like walking here with our dog, nice to get
out in the sun.”

“We have lots of friendly and helpful neighbours.
Important for our community.”

“Thank goodness the Post Office was saved - it’s
part of the village.”

Fire Insurance Plate - It’s part of our village
history.
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Shell Case - “Because it’s quite secret and hidden
- fascinating.”

The Lane, Aislaby

Beadale Wood, Wrelton

Stalls on the Green, Wrelton 2008

Bikes, Middleton & Aislaby Village Show 2008

Lots of pretty gardens

Elsie Fletcher’s Memorial Seat, Wrelton 2008

New Lane , Aislaby
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First Middleton & Aislaby Village Show 2008

